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Introduction 
(Carolyn McCall) 

• We represent Europe’s five largest airlines – carrying half of Europe’s passengers 

• We met today because we have a clear vision for a new EU aviation strategy that 
can match the revolution achieved in European aviation from the liberalisation of 
Europe’s air transport in the 1990’s 

• A new strategy can support growth and jobs across Europe 

• It will also bring further benefits to consumers through more flights and lower 
fares 

• Aviation is central to Europe’s economic activity, facilitating €1trn of economic 
activity – it is vital that the aviation strategy supports an efficient and competitive 
European industry 

• We are putting forward four main measures that will ensure aviation can fully 
support Europe’s economic growth and jobs 

• We will continue to work together to ensure these steps are taken forward by the 
EU 



(1) A clear EU aviation strategy 
(Carsten Spohr) 

• The EU needs a clear plan to improve the competitiveness of aviation – supporting 
growth and jobs 

• Alongside the measures we are outlining today this involves: 

– Completing and implementing the proposals that the EU is currently working 
on, in particular Single European Sky, passenger rights and the slot regulation 

– Liberalising the ground handling market 

• The strategy must involve specific actionable measures to address all the 
stakeholders in the value chain of the aviation industry. It must ensure we achieve 
real progress soon  

 

We are calling for a clear EU aviation strategy with specific measures 
to deliver a more competitive industry 



(2) Lowering the cost of EU airports 
(Alexandre de Juniac) 

• Airports are a significant cost for passengers – ranging from over 20% to 8% for the 
airlines at this table and are impeding our competitiveness at worldwide level 

• Airport charges at European airports rank amongst the highest worldwide 

• The monopoly airports across Europe are not effectively regulated – evidence1 
suggests that effective regulation of the main monopoly airports would: 

– Save consumers €1.5bn 

– Create an additional 500,000 jobs 

– Increase Europe’s GDP by €37bn 

• It is also important to ease processes at airports for the benefit of passengers – 
and introduce One Stop Security 

• Alongside this there is inadequate control of security costs 

 We are calling for reform of the legislation governing airport regulation 
and effective control of security costs 

1. Frontier Economics, Benefit of better regulation of airports in Europe, 2015 



(3) Delivering reliable and efficient EU airspace 
(Michael O’Leary) 

• We continue to see inefficient airspace provision and strikes across airspace 
providers 

– We have had 9 ATC strike days in the last 12 months and over 3,000 flights 
cancelled in 2015 alone 

– Only half the planned efficiency gains from Single European Sky will be 
achieved by 2020 

• The EU needs to ensure that ATC strikes do not cause disruption for passengers by 
making use of new technology tools available, or alternative dispute resolution 
mechanisms 

• The EU should reset the Single European Sky strategy to make better use of EU 
funding to ensure airspace providers make progress on becoming more efficient 

 
We are calling for action on strikes and urgent reform of the legislation 

governing the Single European Sky 



(4) Ensuring aviation is not used as a source of tax revenue 
(Willie Walsh) 

• Several European countries continue to impose unreasonable taxes on aviation 

– In effect the EU is taxing an enabler of economic activity 

• Evidence1 shows that passenger taxes are counter productive – reducing economic 
output and therefore government revenue 

• Experience from countries such as the Netherlands and Ireland shows that when 
these taxes are removed aviation and economic activity significantly increases 

• The EU needs to act to ensure these taxes are lifted – leading to more travel, more 
investment, more trade and ultimately increased jobs and growth 

 

 

We are calling for the EU to remove all unreasonable taxes on aviation 
activity 

1. pwc, The economic impact of Air Passenger Duty, 2013 



Conclusion 
(Carolyn McCall) 

• When we met today we confirmed our support for several key principles: 

– In particular our commitment to safety 

– Our support for pro-competition policy and regulation within the EU 

– And our opposition to state-aid 

• We have outlined a coherent and practical package of measures to support growth 
and European consumers 

• Airlines have continuously delivered lower fares for consumers over the last two 
decades - now is the time to ensure that these reductions are matched by other 
parts of the industry 

• We will take our proposed measures to the Commission – to increase competition, 
encourage efficiency and reduce costs in other parts of our industry  

• We will continue to work together to promote the interests of our passengers 

 

 


